Torture and Enhanced Interrogation: A
Comprehensive Examination

Torture and enhanced interrogation are controversial methods that have
been used for centuries to extract information from individuals. These
methods have been the subject of much debate, with proponents arguing
that they are necessary to prevent terrorism and protect national security,
while opponents argue that they are unethical, illegal, and ineffective.
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There is no easy answer to the question of whether or not torture and
enhanced interrogation are justified. The issue is complex, with strong
arguments to be made on both sides. However, it is important to have a
clear understanding of the facts before forming an opinion on the matter.

The Ethics of Torture and Enhanced Interrogation

The ethics of torture and enhanced interrogation are a matter of ongoing
debate. There are several ethical concerns that have been raised about
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these methods, including:

= Torture is cruel and inhumane. It inflicts severe physical and
psychological pain on the victim, and it can have lasting consequences
for their health and well-being.

= Torture is ineffective. It does not reliably produce accurate
information, and it can actually make people less likely to cooperate.

= Torture damages the moral fabric of society. It sends the message
that violence is acceptable, and it can lead to a cycle of violence.

In light of these concerns, many people believe that torture and enhanced
interrogation are unethical and should never be used.

The Legality of Torture and Enhanced Interrogation

The legality of torture and enhanced interrogation is also a matter of
debate. There are several international laws that prohibit torture, including
the Geneva Conventions and the United Nations Convention Against
Torture. However, some countries have argued that these laws do not apply
to terrorism suspects.

In the United States, the Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that torture is illegal
under the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution. However, the Bush
administration authorized the use of enhanced interrogation techniques,
such as waterboarding, stress positions, and sleep deprivation. These
techniques were later banned by President Obama.

The legality of torture and enhanced interrogation is still a complex issue.
There is no clear consensus on whether or not these methods are legal



under international or domestic law.

The Efficacy of Torture and Enhanced Interrogation

The efficacy of torture and enhanced interrogation is also a matter of
debate. There is no scientific evidence to support the claim that these
methods are effective in producing accurate information. In fact, many
experts believe that torture is counterproductive and can actually make
people less likely to cooperate.

A 2006 report by the CIA Inspector General found that enhanced
interrogation techniques were "not effective in acquiring intelligence or
gaining cooperation from detainees." The report also found that these
techniques "resulted in significant and lasting harm" to the detainees.

Based on the available evidence, it is clear that torture and enhanced
interrogation are not effective methods for obtaining information.

Torture and enhanced interrogation are complex issues with no easy
answers. There are strong arguments to be made on both sides of the
debate. However, it is important to remember that torture is a cruel and
inhumane practice that is ineffective and illegal. It should never be used.
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