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Todd Lincoln Richards was an American Secret Service agent who served
under five presidents, from Harry S. Truman to John F. Kennedy. He played
a vital role in protecting the lives of these presidents, particularly during a
period of heightened security concerns due to assassination attempts and
threats.

Early Life and Career

Todd Lincoln Richards was born on June 24, 1921, in Washington, D.C. He
graduated from the University of Maryland in 1942 and joined the United
States Secret Service in 1943. Richards quickly rose through the ranks,
becoming a Special Agent in 1946 and Assistant Chief of the White House
Detail in 1953.

Protecting the Presidents

Richards was responsible for the security of presidents Truman,
Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon. He was a key figure in the
development and implementation of security measures to protect the
president, including motorcade routes, crowd control, and threat
assessment.

During his tenure, Richards was involved in several high-profile incidents,
including:

The assassination attempt on President Truman in 1950

The assassination of President Kennedy in 1963

The attempted assassination of President Johnson in 1968



Richards' expertise and leadership played a significant role in preventing
further assassination attempts and ensuring the safety of the presidents he
protected.

Innovations in Protective Techniques

Richards was a pioneer in developing new security techniques and
technologies to enhance presidential protection. He introduced the use of
bulletproof vests, protective limousines, and electronic eavesdropping
devices. Richards also established the Presidential Protection Division,
which specialized in the protection of the president and his family.

Legacy

Todd Lincoln Richards retired from the Secret Service in 1971. He received
numerous awards and commendations for his distinguished service,
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor in
the United States. Richards is widely recognized as one of the most
influential figures in the history of the Secret Service and presidential
protection.

Personal Life

Richards married Ruth Hill in 1946. They had three children, Todd Jr., Ruth,
and David. Richards was known for his meticulous attention to detail, his
unwavering dedication to his work, and his deep love for his family.

Todd Lincoln Richards passed away on December 22, 2014, at the age of
93. He left behind a legacy of exceptional service, innovation, and
unwavering commitment to the protection of the presidents of the United
States.
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