
The Schirmer Opera Anthology: A
Comprehensive Guide to Classic and
Contemporary Masterpieces

The Schirmer Opera Anthology is a comprehensive collection of opera
librettos and scores, spanning centuries of musical history and representing
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diverse cultural traditions. Published by G. Schirmer, Inc., the anthology
provides a valuable resource for students, scholars, and opera enthusiasts
seeking to explore the world's most renowned and enduring musical works.
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Historical Context

The Schirmer Opera Anthology was first published in 1949 under the
editorship of Leo Schrade. It quickly established itself as a standard
reference for opera studies, and its subsequent editions have continued to
expand and refine its content. The anthology has been instrumental in
preserving and disseminating a vast repertoire of operatic works, ensuring
their continued accessibility to musicians and audiences alike.

Content and Organization

The Schirmer Opera Anthology is divided into six volumes, each dedicated
to a specific period or genre of opera:

1. Volume 1: Early Opera (1600-1750)

2. Volume 2: The Classical Period (1750-1800)
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3. Volume 3: The Romantic Era (1800-1900)

4. Volume 4: The Verismo and Post-Romantic Eras (1890-1930)

5. Volume 5: The 20th Century (1900-1960)

6. Volume 6: Opera After 1960

Each volume contains a carefully curated selection of operas that represent
the most significant works of their respective periods. The operas are
presented in their original language (typically Italian, German, or French)
with parallel English translations. In addition to the librettos, the anthology
includes excerpts from the orchestral scores, providing a comprehensive
glimpse into the musical and dramatic structure of each opera.

Features and Benefits

The Schirmer Opera Anthology offers numerous features and benefits to its
users:

* Comprehensive Repertoire: The anthology encompasses over 100
operas, representing a wide range of composers, styles, and nationalities. *
Accurate and Reliable Texts: The librettos and musical excerpts are
carefully edited and verified for accuracy, ensuring a reliable source for
study and performance. * Detailed Analyses: Each opera is accompanied
by an introductory essay that provides historical context, musical analysis,
and insights into the work's cultural significance. * Extensive Glossary:
The anthology includes a comprehensive glossary that defines opera-
specific terminology and provides historical background. * Accessible
Format: The anthologies are published in convenient paperback editions,
making them easy to use and carry.



Educational Applications

The Schirmer Opera Anthology is widely used in educational settings as a
primary resource for opera courses and studies. It provides students with a
comprehensive overview of the history, literature, and music of opera. The
inclusion of original language texts and English translations enables
students to engage with the works on multiple levels. The detailed analyses
and glossary further support students' understanding and appreciation of
the works' musical and dramatic complexities.

Performance Resources

While primarily intended for educational use, the Schirmer Opera Anthology
also serves as a valuable resource for performers. The inclusion of
orchestral excerpts allows singers, conductors, and accompanists to study
the musical structure and ensemble interplay of the works. The accurate
and reliable librettos ensure that performers have access to the correct text
and pronunciation for their roles.

The Schirmer Opera Anthology is an indispensable reference for opera
enthusiasts and essential resource for students, scholars, and performers.
Its comprehensive repertoire, accurate texts, detailed analyses, and
accessible format make it the definitive guide to the world of opera. By
preserving and disseminating this vast musical legacy, the Schirmer Opera
Anthology ensures that the transformative power and beauty of opera
continue to be enjoyed by generations to come.
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Embark on an extraordinary literary adventure with Jules Verne's
timeless masterpiece, Journey to the Center of the Earth. This study
guide will serve...
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