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The Library of America (LOA) is a non-profit publisher dedicated to
preserving and celebrating the best of American literature. Since its
founding in 1979, the LOA has published over 300 volumes of classic
American works, including novels, short stories, poetry, essays, and plays.

One of the most important features of the LOA's publications is their
Corrected Text. The Corrected Text is a meticulously edited version of each
work, which corrects errors that have crept into the text over time. These
errors can range from simple typos to more serious omissions and
distortions.

The History of the Corrected Text

The LOA's Corrected Text project began in the early 1980s. At the time,
there was a growing awareness among scholars and publishers that many
classic American works had been corrupted by errors over the years.
These errors had been introduced through a variety of means, including
careless editing, poor typesetting, and unauthorized changes made by
subsequent editors.

The LOA's founders believed that it was essential to create a definitive
edition of each classic American work. This edition would be based on the
most authoritative sources and would be meticulously edited to correct all
errors. The Corrected Text would serve as a reliable and accurate source
for scholars, students, and general readers alike.

The Process of Creating a Corrected Text
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The process of creating a Corrected Text is complex and time-consuming.
It typically involves the following steps:

1. Selecting the Source Text: The first step is to select the most
authoritative source text for the work. This may be the first edition of
the work, a later edition that has been corrected by the author, or a
manuscript.

2. Collating the Text: Once the source text has been selected, it is
collated with other editions of the work. This process involves
comparing the texts word-for-word and noting any differences.

3. Editing the Text: The next step is to edit the text. This involves
correcting errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. It also involves
restoring any passages that have been omitted from previous editions
and removing any unauthorized additions.

4. Proofreading the Text: Once the text has been edited, it is proofread
by a team of editors. This process involves checking the text for any
remaining errors.

5. Publishing the Text: The final step is to publish the Corrected Text.
The LOA publishes its Corrected Texts in a variety of formats, including
hardcover, paperback, and ebook.

The Impact of the Corrected Text

The LOA's Corrected Text has had a significant impact on American
literature and culture. It has helped to restore the integrity of classic
American works and has made them more accessible to scholars,
students, and general readers. The Corrected Text has also been used as
the basis for new editions of classic American works by other publishers.



Here are some specific examples of the impact of the Corrected Text:

The Corrected Text of Mark Twain's Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
has helped to restore the novel to its original form. The novel had been
previously censored by publishers who objected to its use of racial
slurs. The Corrected Text restores these slurs, which are essential to
understanding the novel's themes of racism and slavery.

The Corrected Text of Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter has
helped to correct a number of errors that had crept into the text over
time. These errors included typos, missing words, and incorrect
punctuation. The Corrected Text restores the novel to its original form
and makes it more readable for modern readers.

The Corrected Text of Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass has helped to
preserve the poet's original intentions. Whitman's work had been
subject to a number of unauthorized changes by subsequent editors.
The Corrected Text restores Whitman's original text and allows readers
to experience his work as he intended it to be read.

The Library of America's Corrected Text is a valuable resource for scholars,
students, and general readers alike. It provides a definitive and accurate
version of each classic American work. The Corrected Text has helped to
restore the integrity of these works and has made them more accessible to
a wider audience.
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