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Student revolt and decolonisation movements have played a significant role
in shaping the political landscape and governance of South Africa. From
the anti-apartheid struggles of the 1970s and 1980s to the more recent
Fees Must Fall and Rhodes Must Fall protests, student movements have
consistently challenged the status quo and demanded change.

This article examines the history and contemporary manifestations of
student revolt and decolonisation movements in South Africa, exploring
their impact on governance and the transformation of higher education.

Historical Context

The roots of student revolt in South Africa can be traced back to the
apartheid era, when black students faced systemic discrimination and
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exclusion from higher education. The Bantu Education Act of 1953 further
entrenched these inequalities, creating a separate and inferior system of
education for black students.

In response to these injustices, black students began to organise and
protest, forming student organisations such as the South African Students'
Organisation (SASO) and the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM).
These organisations advocated for black self-determination and the
decolonisation of education, challenging the white supremacist ideology
that underpinned apartheid.

The Soweto Uprising of 1976 marked a turning point in the anti-apartheid
struggle, as black students took to the streets to protest against the use of
Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. The uprising led to widespread
repression and violence, but also galvanised the student movement and
brought international attention to the plight of black students in South
Africa.

Post-Apartheid Era

After the end of apartheid in 1994, the new democratic government
embarked on a process of transformation in higher education, aimed at
redressing the inequalities of the past and creating a more inclusive and
equitable system.

However, progress in this area has been slow and uneven, and black
students continue to face challenges such as financial exclusion, lack of
access to quality education, and ongoing racism and discrimination.



In recent years, student movements have re-emerged as a powerful force
for change, demanding further transformation and decolonisation of higher
education. The Fees Must Fall movement of 2015-2016 was a mass
student protest against the high cost of tuition fees, which
disproportionately affected black students.

The movement succeeded in forcing the government to make concessions
on fees, but also raised broader questions about the governance of higher
education and the need for a more inclusive and democratic system.

The Rhodes Must Fall movement of 2015, which demanded the removal of
a statue of Cecil Rhodes from the University of Cape Town, was another
significant student protest. The movement sparked a national debate about
the legacy of colonialism and the need to decolonise education and public
spaces.

Impact on Governance

Student revolt and decolonisation movements have had a profound impact
on the governance of higher education and South Africa as a whole. The
Fees Must Fall movement, in particular, forced the government to
recognise the importance of student voices and the need to address the
financial barriers that prevent many black students from accessing higher
education.

The movement also raised questions about the role of private capital in
higher education and the need for greater public funding and regulation of
the sector.



The Rhodes Must Fall movement, meanwhile, highlighted the ongoing
legacy of colonialism in South Africa and the need to decolonise education
and public spaces. The movement's success in removing the Rhodes
statue from the University of Cape Town was a symbolic victory, but it also
raised questions about the broader need for decolonisation in other areas,
such as the curriculum, staff representation, and governance structures.

Challenges and Prospects

Despite the progress that has been made, student revolt and
decolonisation movements in South Africa continue to face challenges. The
government has been slow to implement reforms and address the
underlying inequalities that drive student protests.

Moreover, some critics argue that decolonisation efforts have been too
narrow in their focus and have not adequately addressed the broader
structural and systemic issues that perpetuate inequality and exclusion in
higher education.

Despite these challenges, student revolt and decolonisation movements
remain an important force for change in South Africa. They have raised
awareness of the ongoing legacy of colonialism and apartheid, and have
forced the government to address the need for deeper transformation and
decolonisation in higher education and society as a whole.

As South Africa grapples with the challenges of the 21st century, student
movements will undoubtedly continue to play a vital role in shaping the
country's future.



Student revolt and decolonisation movements have been a defining feature
of South African history and politics. From the anti-apartheid struggles of
the past to the Fees Must Fall and Rhodes Must Fall protests of the
present, student movements have consistently challenged the status quo
and demanded change.

These movements have had a profound impact on the governance of
higher education and South Africa as a whole, forcing the government to
address issues such as financial exclusion, racism, and the legacy of
colonialism.

Despite the challenges that remain, student revolt and decolonisation
movements continue to be an important force for change in South Africa.
They have raised awareness of the ongoing legacy of colonialism and
apartheid, and have forced the government to address the need for deeper
transformation and decolonisation in higher education and society as a
whole.

As South Africa grapples with the challenges of the 21st century, student
movements will undoubtedly continue to play a vital role in shaping the
country's future.
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