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The Man Behind the Myth

In the untamed wilderness of the American Frontier, where the law often
struggled to keep pace with the relentless march of settlers and outlaws,
there emerged a legendary figure whose name would forever be etched in
the annals of Western history: Pistol Pete.
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Born William Matthewson in 1862 in Kingman, Arizona, Pete's early life was
marked by adventure and hardship. As a young man, he worked as a
cowboy, herding cattle across the vast expanses of Texas and New Mexico.
It was during this time that he honed his exceptional skills with a firearm,
earning him the nickname "Pistol Pete." His marksmanship was so
renowned that he became a respected gunfighter, often sought after for his
services as an enforcer of law and order.

A Lawman's Life

As the Wild West grew increasingly lawless, Pistol Pete's reputation as a
fearless lawman grew. In 1889, he was appointed Deputy U.S. Marshal for
the Indian Territory, a vast and unruly region where outlaws and Native
American tribes often clashed. Pete's unwavering determination and
unwavering courage made him a formidable opponent for those who
threatened the peace.

Pete's law enforcement career was marked by numerous harrowing
encounters. In one famous incident, he was involved in a shootout with a
group of train robbers who had attacked a Union Pacific train near
Independence, Kansas. Pete pursued the outlaws on horseback, shooting
one robber in the neck and capturing the others. His bravery and tenacity
earned him the respect of his fellow lawmen and the gratitude of the
citizens he protected.

Legendary Encounters

Pistol Pete's fame spread far beyond the Indian Territory. He encountered
some of the most notorious outlaws of the Wild West, including Billy the Kid
and Butch Cassidy. His reputation preceded him, and many outlaws



avoided crossing his path. However, those who dared to challenge him
often found themselves outmatched.

One memorable encounter occurred in 1881, when Pete confronted the
infamous outlaw Billy the Kid in Roswell, New Mexico. Billy the Kid and his
gang had robbed a stagecoach and were holed up in a local saloon. Pete,
acting alone, boldly entered the saloon and disarmed Billy the Kid without
firing a shot. This remarkable act of courage and professionalism further
cemented Pete's status as a legendary lawman.

A Hero of the Frontier

As the Wild West slowly gave way to a new era, Pistol Pete's influence
continued to shape the folklore of the American Frontier. He became a
beloved figure, celebrated in stories, songs, and books. Pete's exploits
inspired generations of Western enthusiasts and helped to create the
enduring myth of the courageous cowboy who stood for justice and the rule
of law.

Pistol Pete's legacy lives on, not only in the countless tales of his bravery
but also in the enduring spirit of the American West. His unwavering
determination, his exceptional marksmanship, and his unwavering
commitment to justice have ensured his place as an icon of the Old West.

Epilogue

William Matthewson, the man who became known as Pistol Pete, passed
away in 1949 at the age of 87. He was buried with full military honors in the
town of Chandler, Oklahoma, where his grave remains a popular tourist
attraction. The legend of Pistol Pete, the fearless lawman and Western



icon, continues to be passed down through generations, inspiring awe and
admiration for the spirit of the Old West.
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