
Little Lord Fauntleroy: An Annotated Edition
by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Little Lord Fauntleroy is a classic children's novel by Frances Hodgson
Burnett. It was first published in 1886 and has been translated into more
than 20 languages. The novel tells the story of Cedric Errol, a young
American boy who is summoned to England to live with his wealthy
grandfather, the Earl of Dorincourt. Cedric is a kind and compassionate
boy, and he quickly wins the hearts of his grandfather and the other
inhabitants of Dorincourt Castle.
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The novel has been praised for its heartwarming story and its positive
portrayal of childhood. However, it has also been criticized for its
sentimentalism and its depiction of gender roles. Despite these criticisms,
Little Lord Fauntleroy remains a popular classic of children's literature.

Annotated Edition
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This annotated edition of Little Lord Fauntleroy includes extensive notes
and commentary by scholars and critics. The notes provide historical and
cultural context for the novel, and they also explain some of the literary
devices that Burnett uses. The commentary offers insights into the novel's
themes and characters, and it also discusses the novel's reception and
influence.

This annotated edition is a valuable resource for students and scholars of
children's literature. It provides a deeper understanding of the novel and its
significance.

Historical and Cultural Context

Little Lord Fauntleroy was written during the Victorian era, a time of great
social and economic change. The novel reflects the values and beliefs of
this era, such as the importance of family, duty, and social class. The novel
also reflects the growing popularity of children's literature during this time.

The novel's setting, Dorincourt Castle, is based on real castles in England.
Burnett visited these castles while she was researching the novel, and she
incorporated many of their features into her description of Dorincourt.

Literary Devices

Burnett uses a variety of literary devices in Little Lord Fauntleroy, including
symbolism, foreshadowing, and irony. Symbolism is used to represent
abstract ideas or concepts. For example, the velvet suit that Cedric wears
represents his innocence and purity. Foreshadowing is used to hint at
events that will happen later in the novel. For example, the death of
Cedric's mother is foreshadowed by the death of his pet dog.



Irony is used to create humor or to highlight the absurdity of a situation. For
example, the fact that Cedric is a poor American boy who is suddenly thrust
into a life of wealth and privilege is ironic.

Themes

The main themes of Little Lord Fauntleroy are the importance of family,
duty, and social class. The novel shows how Cedric's love for his family
helps him to overcome the challenges he faces. The novel also shows how
Cedric's sense of duty leads him to make difficult choices. The novel also
explores the theme of social class, and it shows how Cedric's wealth and
privilege do not make him a better person than others.

Characters

The main characters in Little Lord Fauntleroy are Cedric Errol, the Earl of
Dorincourt, and Mrs. Errol. Cedric is a young American boy who is
summoned to England to live with his wealthy grandfather, the Earl of
Dorincourt. Cedric is a kind and compassionate boy, and he quickly wins
the hearts of his grandfather and the other inhabitants of Dorincourt Castle.

The Earl of Dorincourt is a wealthy and powerful man, but he is also a kind
and loving grandfather. He is proud of Cedric and he wants to give him the
best possible life. However, the Earl is also a traditionalist, and he believes
that Cedric should be raised according to the customs of the English
aristocracy.
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