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The rise of Al Qaeda and the global jihadist movement has its roots in the
Bosnian War of the 1990s. The war in Bosnia was a brutal and bloody
conflict that saw the deaths of over 100,000 people. It was also a conflict
that attracted foreign fighters from around the world, including many who
would later go on to become leaders of Al Qaeda and other jihadist groups.

The Bosnian War began in 1992, when Bosnia declared independence
from Yugoslavia. The Bosnian Serbs, who were supported by the Serbian
government, opposed independence and launched a campaign of ethnic
cleansing against Bosnian Muslims and Croats. The war lasted for four
years and ended with the Dayton Peace Accords in 1995.

During the war, many foreign fighters traveled to Bosnia to fight alongside
the Bosnian Muslims. These fighters came from a variety of countries,
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including Afghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and
Sudan. Many of these fighters were motivated by a desire to defend the
Bosnian Muslims from the Serbian aggression. However, some of these
fighters were also motivated by a desire to wage jihad against the West.

One of the most prominent foreign fighters who fought in Bosnia was
Osama bin Laden. Bin Laden was the leader of Al Qaeda, which was at the
time a relatively small group of jihadists. Bin Laden and his followers
traveled to Bosnia in 1993 and fought alongside the Bosnian Muslims.
During their time in Bosnia, Bin Laden and his followers established a
training camp where they trained foreign fighters in the use of weapons and
explosives.

The Bosnian War was a turning point in the history of Al Qaeda. The war
provided Al Qaeda with a base of operations and a training ground for its
members. It also gave Al Qaeda a global network of contacts and
supporters. After the war, many of the foreign fighters who had fought in
Bosnia returned to their home countries and continued to wage jihad
against the West.

The Bosnian War is often seen as a turning point in the history of global
jihad. The war helped to create the conditions that allowed Al Qaeda to
grow and become a global threat. The war also inspired a new generation
of jihadists who are committed to waging war against the West.

The Legacy of the Bosnian War

The Bosnian War had a profound impact on Bosnia and the surrounding
region. The war caused widespread death and destruction, and it left a



legacy of ethnic hatred and mistrust. The war also had a significant impact
on the development of global jihad.

The Bosnian War helped to create the conditions that allowed Al Qaeda to
grow and become a global threat. The war provided Al Qaeda with a base
of operations and a training ground for its members. It also gave Al Qaeda
a global network of contacts and supporters. After the war, many of the
foreign fighters who had fought in Bosnia returned to their home countries
and continued to wage jihad against the West.

The Bosnian War is a reminder of the dangers of religious extremism and
ethnic hatred. The war also shows the importance of international
cooperation in the fight against terrorism.

The Bosnian War was a turning point in the history of global jihad. The war
helped to create the conditions that allowed Al Qaeda to grow and become
a global threat. The war also inspired a new generation of jihadists who are
committed to waging war against the West.

The legacy of the Bosnian War is still felt today. The war left a legacy of
ethnic hatred and mistrust in Bosnia and the surrounding region. The war
also helped to create the conditions that allowed Al Qaeda to grow and
become a global threat.
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